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Introduction

Its certainly been a strange year and currently we are still unable to print or distribute this 
CAMRA magazine using our normal commercial printers and the small volunteer team of 
enthusiasts who enjoy visiting so many local pubs in Suffolk, NE Essex and far beyond. 
During the interim this version has been created as a temporary solution until times return 
to something closer to a more sustainable “new normal”.

For this (as yet undetermined) interim period, whilst Covid-19 concerns and the associated
national health pandemic has to be our collective primary consideration, this magazine will 
still be freely distributed to local members, local publicans and the general public, but only 
as a electronic (pdf) document without any advertising. Readers are obviously free to print 
off a local copy for their own use and to share it in paper form where it is safe to do so.

Hopefully within a few months a solution to the health epidemic will be available. In the 
meantime I am sure many CAMRA members will wish to support local pubs and local 
brewers the best they can. Especially as many of these popular venues now face 
mounting financial burdens as they seek to trade in difficult and rapidly changing 
circumstances.

Keep Safe and keep drinking responsibly, cheers, Nigel Smith (Editor)

Keeping in touch

All local branches are able to mail out news and information to local CAMRA members via 
a secure communications tool owned and operated by CAMRA HQ. Access to this tool is 
limited to ensure that all recipients are not bombarded with unwanted advertising or junk 
emails. However many members still either do not have any email or have not recently 
updated their details. If you wish to be kept up-to-date through occasional messages by 
your local branch, simply logon to www.camra.org.uk  and edit your personal membership 
details in the members' area.  The members' area also provides additional news and 
information sources plus access to membership benefits. 

Pubs and brewers need financial help 
to survive the Tier 2 “danger zone”

Commenting on the decision to apply Tier 2 restrictions to
London, Barrow-in-Furness, Chesterfield, Elmbridge,
Erewash, Essex, North East Derbyshire, Sheffield and York
from late October onwards, the National Chairman of
CAMRA, Nik Antona has said:  

“Pubs in areas being placed into Tier 2 are being put into a
devastating danger zone – with additional restrictions but no
additional support. These restrictions – particularly the ban
on going to the pub with people outside your own household 
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or support bubble – are a huge cause for concern for pubs in affected areas across the 
country. We know from other areas that have had local lockdown restrictions imposed that 
they damage the ability of pubs to stay open, turn a profit and pay their staff. Because 
pubs aren’t being forced to close, they aren’t eligible for Government support – despite 
being forced to operate under much tighter restrictions than other businesses.”

“This also has a huge knock on effect for our brewers, who will struggle to get their product
to market. Government ministers must now introduce a new financial support package to 
help pubs in Tier 2 pay staff wages and fixed costs in the face of severely reduced trade 
that will come as a result of these restrictions. It’s the only way to avoid thousands of 
permanent pub closures and job losses. CAMRA continues to encourage people to use 
pubs in a safe and responsible way during this period of restrictions in order to support our
well-loved locals during these tough times.” 

Helping local pubs 

#1 Pub Rent Holidays

CAMRA has also called for pub companies to act quickly to safeguard tenants affected by 
local lockdowns. The Campaign said where local restrictions become necessary to prevent
the spread of the coronavirus, action is needed to prevent devastation for many licensees 
and the communities they serve. At the beginning of a lockdown, CAMRA called on 
pubcos to cancel rents to support their tenants. Admiral Taverns and other smaller pub 
companies instigated genuine rent holidays rather than deferring rent collection. 

Pub campaigns director Ben Wilkinson said: “At the start of the Covid lockdown, we called 
on pub companies to cancel rent for tied tenants while pubs were shut. In May, we again 
challenged pub companies to announce rent reductions and support packages to reflect 
the lower turnover pubs are expected to have through reopening. “If pubs are forced to 
close again, we think it is only right that pub companies cancel rent for that period.” 

CAMRA says “deferring rent collection simply isn’t enough” when the future of pubs is at 
stake. During any enforced closure period, there should be no rent levied on closed pubs. 
Pubs continuing to operate delivery and takeaway services, as allowed under government 
guidance, should have an fair amount of rent levied, reflective of their turnover.

#2 Business rates could be the “last straw” for many UK pubs

For many pubs a bill for Business rates next spring (collectively expected to be about £800
million) could force many pubs close with thousands of jobs to be lost, the British Beer & 
Pub Association (BBPA) has warned. The BBPA is calling for an urgent extension of 
sector rates relief to ensure pubs facing average bills of £25,000 each do not fail after 
having done so much good during the epidemic.

According to the BBPA, thousands of pubs across the UK could come financially unstuck if
faced with the large rates bill early next year with as many as a third of pubs struggling to 
break even post-lockdown, leaving them without the cash to pay their business rates bill in 
the new year. BBPA chief executive Emma McClarkin said: “Ending the business rates 
relief for pubs and handing them a bill of £800m could be the last straw for thousands of 
pubs. “Given all these pubs made it through the lockdown and have remained viable l, it 
would be devastating for them.



#3 Keep the lights on 

In early October Daisy Cooper (MP for St Albans) formally launched the 'Keep The Lights 
On' Campaign. Now all local pubs, restaurants and community clubs across the country are 
urged to support a “Keep the lights on” campaign in protest at the 10pm curfew. The curfew has 
significantly reduced the income for many restaurants, pubs and hotels, which were already 
operating at reduced capacity due to the pandemic and has resulted in many people leaving 
premises at the same time.

Venues that wish to support this protest have been urged to flash their lights in an ‘SOS’ Morse 
Code pattern in the minutes after the enforced shutdown on Friday and Saturday nights. The 
campaign has also been supported by several organisations including the Campaign for Real 
Ale and the Night Time Industry Association.

Copies of the 2021 Good Beer Guide are now available from https://camra.org.uk/ 

https://camra.org.uk/


Keeping WhatPub up-to-date

Many thanks to a small team of local CAMRA members who have worked hard in recent 
months to keep local pub entries on WhatPub (https://whatpub.com) up-to-date despite 
rapidly changing details. Despite all pubs initially being forced to close, then only reopen 
when they felt able to safely to so, with many adapting their hours to meet the current 
trading conditions. In particular in Suffolk, Tony, Martin and Chris have put a lot of effort in 
keeping local pub details accurate. If you find an entry is wrong – or any pub details need 
updating – then please submit feedback via the website so that it can be corrected. 

Ipswich & East Suffolk Branch Pub of the Year 2020 

After an unprecedented six month delay, members of the Ipswich & East Suffolk CAMRA 
branch were finally able to present three certificates to Helen and Ivan at the Walnut on 
Violet hill in Stowmarket. Initially voted by branch members as Urban Pub of the year and 
Cider pub of the year, they were then judged as overall Branch Pub of the Year for 2020, 
ahead of the Ipswich Fat Cat (Ipswich Pub of the Year) and the Tattingstone Wheatsheaf 
(Rural Pub of the Year). Currently the Walnut usually has up to six interesting cask beers 
and ten craft beers on offer plus a selection of ciders from Wednesday to Sunday. 

Helen and Ivan have totally transformed this long established back street pub since they 
took over just a couple of years ago, and now offer various events including a recent 
Octoberfest. Opening up especially for this presentation, several regulars plus some 
members of the local CAMRA branch were still able to socially distance whilst celebrating 
the pub’s success. The certificates were presented to Helen and Ivan by Gordon Taylor, 
Chairman of the Ipswich & East Suffolk CAMRA branch. Unfortunately this year CAMRA is
not able to run any further stages of this popular competition, but we wish Helen and Ivan 
continued success at the Walnut and thank them for their hospitality. We also hope to be 
visiting again soon, despite the current pandemic restrictions.

Helen and Ivan at the Walnut with Gordon Taylor

https://whatpub.com/


Local brewery news

Many local brewers are now increasingly offering direct sales to the public or local home 
delivery as they seek to maintain their existing business. Recent changes have included: 

• Brewshed (Bury St Edmunds area) https://brewshedbrewery.co.uk/)
• Briarbank (Ipswich) (https://briarbank.org/)
• Colchester Town (Colchester) (https://www.colchesterbrewery.com/)
• Harwich Town (see Facebook: Harwich-Town-Brewing-Co-241515332230/)
• Humber Doucy (Stowmarket area) https://humberdoucybrew.co/)
• Nethergate (Sudbury area) https://nethergate.co.uk/)
• Mr Bees (Felixstowe area) (https://www.mrbeesbrewery.co.uk/) 

… BUT please check the brewery websites for the latest details! 

Cliff Quay - with great sadness this brewery recently announced the death of their brewer,
Jeremy Moss. Jeremy died on Friday 4th Sept. He had been fighting cancer but had 
always remained so positive and cheerful and right up to the last few days and was still 
taking an active part in the brewery. He was top brewer, top technical bod, top admin man 
and all round top bloke - he will be missed so much. His cv reads like a march through the 
history of brewing from the 1980s beer brewing revolution onwards. Firstly with Bruce's 
(Firkin) Brewery in London followed by short spell at Earl Soham Brewery Suffolk then 
onto college for some academic learning. Then to Gibbs Mew Brewery, followed by time at
Eldridge Pope; then Courage and also at Wychwood Brewery, where he developed the 
famous Hobgoblin beer amongst others. In 2009 he came back to Suffolk and instigated 
the new Cliff Quay Brewery in Ipswich and then in 2012 helped to amalgamated it with the 
Earl Soham Brewery in Debenham. There they will continue brewing many of the great 
beers he created, with such inspirational names such as Roaring Forties, Tumble Home, 
Tolly Roger and Sea Dog – now brewed in his name to honour his memory. RIP Jeremy.

Greene King – have reported a pre-tax loss of £273m in the full-year ended 26 April 2020,
down from a profit of £172.8m reported in 2019. In the same period, revenue fell by 12.4% 
to £1.9bn. Revenues were down across the entire business, with losses seen in Pub 
Company, Pub Partners and Brewing and Brands. Pub Company was “most impacted” by 
the pandemic, with revenue down by 13.5% to £1.6bn, and no trading revenue generated 
after week 47. The disposal of 66 non-core pubs generated net proceeds of £35.1m in the 
period, however, while £2.9m was spent on three new builds. A further £2.4m was spent 
completing the refurbishment of three other sites, while £14.8m was spent purchasing the 
freeholds on five sites. Subsequently the brewery is now planning to cut 800 jobs after 
deciding that lockdown restrictions mean some pubs need to close. It recently said 79 sites
will stay closed for time being, with about one third of them expected to shut permanently.

Harwich Town Brewing – many congratulation to Paul who kept delivering throughout the
lockdown period. Contact the brewery for home deliveries at info@harwichtown.co.uk  

St Osyth Priory – new microbrewery and cafe is to open in their Atcost barn. Other plans 
for this heritage site include a ticketing office and farm shop (in shipping containers) and a 
temporary car park, which are key components to help the estate open to the public.

Barsham Brewery - (near Fakenham in Norfolk) is reopening its farm shop (the Forge) 
every Friday for tastings and bottled beer sales. This brewery uses its own farm grown 
barley that is malted nearby at Crisp Maltings (the last floor maltings in East Anglia) as a 
basis for their beer range that currently includes Barsham Oaks, Mr Shanks, Pilgrim’s Pale
Ale, Golden Close IPA, Norfolk Topper and Stout Robin.
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Brew 2 You

In May CAMRA launched this new platform to assist small brewers. If you are drinking at 
home by choice or due to current Tier2 restrictions during these times then you can still 
drink beer and cider produced either locally to your location or selected from a national list.
All brewers who can deliver either locally or nationally are now encouraged to become 
partners in this scheme. Real ale drinkers can help support the brewing industry by 
shopping local using the Brew2You app! - to find out more visit https://brew2you.co.uk 

Beer Tasting changes

Changes to future beer tasting procedures were recently discussed at a Sub-regional 
meeting. This is not just because of Covid-19, but is intended to be a permanent change to
help increase the number of CAMRA members involved in formal beer tasting and 
encourage more tastings of local beers using a new on-line form and a much expanded 
set of beer styles that have recently been launched (see below). 

Now if any member in any of a Suffolk or NE Essex branch is already trained as a beer 
taster or is interested in getting more involved with beer tasting to the new CAMRA 
standard, then they should get in contact with their local branch. Once registered as a 
taster they can then be given access to a new on-line tasting website. If required some 
training sessions will be arranged. In future once all of these tastings have been collated, 
they will form the basis of the descriptions appearing in future editions of the Good Beer 
Guide. With about 30 brewers currently available in Suffolk and 28 in Essex, that regularly 
either offer their beers on draught to local pubs or as RAIB (Real Ale in a bottle) this work 
promises to offer quite a bit of fun. More flexibility can offer many new social opportunities 
for small groups to meet up when convenient and seek out these beers out wherever they 
are. Tasting will no longer be confined to more formal tasting evenings, although these can
still useful to help gain expertise and share viewpoints. Tasters don't even need to restrict 
themselves to just local brews, as the new on-line system enables the profiles of beers 
tasted from other counties to be submitted to the appropriate co-ordinator as well.

New beer styles

Most beer drinkers might have an idea what a traditional
bitter is, however, do you know how this differs from a Pale
Ale or Golden Ale? And what exactly is a Barley Wine? 
The situation has been made more complex in recent years
by the growth in the number of brewers brewing
international recipes, experimenting with new beer styles
and digging up very old ones as well. This new leaflet will
help cut through some of the jargon and is designed to
illustrate the 12 core beer style categories, which CAMRA
will in future use for judging its prestigious Champion Beer
of Britain Awards. 

New categories are: 
• Milds (up to 4%) – including Pale Milds, Dark Milds

and Scottish 60 Shillings
• Session Bitters (up to 4.3%) 
• Premium Bitters (4.4 to 6.4%)
• Session Pale, Blond & Golden ales (up to 4.3%)

https://brew2you.co.uk/


• Premium Pale, Blond & Golden ales (4.4 to 6.4%)
• British & New World IPAs (5.5% and above)
• Brown & Red Ales, Old Ales & Strong Milds (4.1 to 6.4%)
• Session Stouts & Porters (up to 4.9%)
• Strong Stouts & Porters (5% and above)
• Braley Wine & Strong Ale (6.5% and above)
• Speciality (using non-conventional ingredients or techniques such as Sours, 

Saisons, wood aged or smoked beers)
• Speciality (with added flavours e.g. fruit and herbs)

More detailed information see www.camra.org.uk 

Colchester News

Hello from everyone here at the Colchester and North East Essex branch! We hope you 
are all staying safe and well in these difficult times.

Starting with some happy news, the13th Colchester Winter Beer Festival back in 
February was a great success! The venue was busy on all four days and hardly any beer 
was wasted at the end – A fine achievement, I think you will all agree! A big thank you and 
well done to everyone involved in the organising and running of the festival, and a massive
thank you to everyone who came along to support the festival.

We also had the honour of announcing our Pub of the Year award winners in early 
February. Congratulations to the Black Buoy in Wivenhoe on winning the Overall branch 
Pub of the Year award. The Black Buoy also claimed the Rural Pub of the Year title, with 
Ye Olde Albion in Rowhedge awarded the Runners- up prize in the rural category and the
Highly Commended award going to the Horse and Groom in Wivenhoe. Our Town Pub of
the Year award went to the Ale House (much to the delight of Fred and Pauline!), with the 
Live and Let Live in Stanway coming second and the Odd One Out highly commended in
the same category. On a fruitier note, the Victoria Inn claimed the Cider Pub of the Year 
award for the third year running, with the Odd One Out as runners- up and the Live and Let
Live highly commended. Well done to all of our 2020 winners!! We are now in the process 
of getting the awards out to pubs after their enforced closures during lockdown…

While on the topic of awards, Colchester Brewery picked up a few awards in the 
Champion Beer of East Anglia 2020 awards, claiming bronze in the Overall category with 
Brazilian, a coffee and vanilla porter, and also the Overall gold award for their Old King 
Coel London Porter! The Old King Coel has also had success in the 2021 edition of the 
Champion Beer of East Anglia awards, winning silver in the Porters category – Well done 
to the guys!

Since our last entry in the area newsletter, Last Orders, we have had a change of 
Chairman. Unfortunately, John Durrant had to resign due to health reasons, and we all 
wish him all the best for the future. At a Special General Meeting (conducted just before 
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the shutdown of UK pubs) Dan Young stepped up to the role of Chairman, with Richard 
Hartwell taking over as branch Vice Chairman… Dan didn’t have the best initiation to the 
Chairman role – Elected on the night the Prime Minister encouraged people to avoid pubs,
CAMRA soon cancelled branch socials, and pubs had been shut down by the end of the 
week!! Hopefully things will improve soon!

For understandable reasons, we do not have any socials planned; in fact, all CAMRA 
events are cancelled until the end of 2020 (at time of writing). We hope to come back 
bigger and stronger once we are allowed to arrange gatherings again though!

These are unprecedented times for us all, but thankfully we continue to hear of pubs 
continuing despite the challenging circumstances and restrictions. We also keep hearing of
pubs and breweries continuing to run takeout and delivery services. Remember, you can 
find pubs offering such services on WhatPub by using the “Filter by Additional Services” 
option in the search, and there are also several local breweries doing home deliveries – 
We are constantly updating our WhatPub entries when we hear of pubs reopening, as well
posting on our Facebook (colCAMRA) and Twitter (@colCAMRA) pages to keep you up to 
date on what is going on and the services available – Be sure to check them regularly and 
support local pubs, breweries and businesses through this difficult time if you are able to 
do so. Our local watering holes need your support just as much now as they did during 
their closures.

Stay safe and keep supporting your locals! ‘Social’ (and now Chairman) Dan

Pub Signs of Suffolk – by Tony Green 

Number 9: the Suffolk Regiment connection

Across Suffolk, as with the rest of the country,
there are a good few pub names which refer to
military campaigns or to high-ranking military
figures. Pubs such as the Shannon
(Bucklesham), Lord Nelson (Lowestoft, Ipswich,
Southwold) or the many variations of pub names
dedicated to the Duke of Wellington come
immediately to mind.

Of more local significance are the three pubs I’m
featuring this time, which mark the exploits of the
Suffolk Regiment. Founded in 1685 as the Duke
of Norfolk’s Regiment of Foot (with recruits
from both Suffolk & Norfolk), it was originally
established to suppress the Monmouth Rebellion
in the West Country.

By the middle of the 18th century, it had become
the 12th Regiment of Foot and served in the
Seven Years’ War (1756-1763) at the battles of
Villinghausen, Wilhelmstal and notably Minden.
The Battle of Minden Place (in Prussia) was
fought on August 1st, 1759 between a joint Anglo-
German army of about 37 000 men and a French 



army of some 44 000. By the end of the day, the Anglo-German army had lost 2762 men 
and the defeated French some 7000.

As the British soldiers advanced into battle, their march took them through German 
gardens where many of them picked roses and stuck them in their jackets. To this day, the
Minden Rose is a symbol used to commemorate Minden Day, which is still marked 
annually on August 1st by the successors to the six British regiments which took part in the
battle. When a new pub was opened in the late 20th century on Newmarket Road in Bury 
to serve the burgeoning estate which threatens to overwhelm Westley, it was decided to 
name it the Minden Rose to mark the Suffolks’ connection with the town, especially as 
their HQ is not far away in that self-same road. Sadly the pub closed in May 2002 and after
many years sitting empty has now been converted into a children’s nursery.

Another notable action involving the Suffolks was the Great Siege of Gibraltar during 
which the Spanish army laid siege to the Rock from June 1779 to February 1783, making it
the longest siege ever endured by British forces and one of the longest sieges in history. 
When new barracks for the Suffolks were opened in 1878 on Newmarket Road, it was 
decided to mark the regiment’s part in the siege by calling them Gibraltar Barracks.

In 1782 the regiment was renamed the 12th (East Suffolk) Regiment of Foot, and it 
adopted a helmet insignia with the inscription “MONTIS INSIGNIA CALPE” (By the Sign of 
the Rock). In 1901 the regiment’s insignia was adopted. This retains the same inscription 
(plus the word “Gibraltar”), with depictions of a castle, a key and a royal crown. So what 
better image to show on the sign at the Crown & Castle at Risby than the cap badge of 
our own Suffolk Regiment?

One other pub whose sign design was inspired by the Suffolks’ badge was the long-closed
Volunteer in Mildenhall. Since that pub closed, its sign has found a new home in the Bury 
St Edmunds Dove.



West Suffolk and Borders: Pub of the Month (after Covid-19 lockdown)

September 2020: Thurston Fox & Hounds

The West Suffolk & Borders branch of the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) recognises a
public house or landlord every month that provides an outstanding service for it’s local

community and real ale and cider drinkers through its ‘Pub of the Month’ (PoTY) scheme.
The awards were suspended in March because of COVID-19 but have now restarted.

Landlord, Andy Bendall and his wife Lucy are worthy winners of the September award. In
short listing eligible candidates for the award CAMRA members considered all aspects of

pub going and the ‘new normal’. Andy and Lucy have fully refurbished their pub whilst
being forcibly closed. They also have doubled their outside undercover seating area and

introduced a robust one-way system to ensure social distancing and a COVID secure
environment. They are now open again all day, every day, offering a full food and drink

service, including six constantly changing real ales.

October 2020: Bury St Edmunds Beerhouse 

Located at the junction of Tayfen Road and Station Hill this distinctive curved building is
operated by Gusto Pronto Ltd, owners of Brewshed Brewery, as its Brewery Tap. The pub

has undergone adaption inside and out to provide a safe COVID19 experience for its’
customers. With a full range of Brewshed real ales and craft beers, an extensive list of

cider and other drinks and food from the on-site wood fired Pizza kitchen. The pub is busy
and buzzing with a welcoming atmosphere. The owners have invested heavily, introducing
strict social distancing measures, capacity controls, remote ordering, and repurposing the

former car park as an undercover drinking and eating area. A large suspended ‘sail’ covers
the courtyard bordered by a suite of self-contained ‘beer huts’ – complete with heat and

light – which are a popular addition for socially distanced groups of up to six.

Owner and Director, David Marjoram commented; “the pandemic has seriously impacted
us but I am determined to succeed in the face of adversity. It has involved a lot of ‘out of
the box’ thinking by our teams and innovative ideas, including our popular social bubble
‘beer hut’ concept at the Beerhouse. We’re using all the tools at our disposal to try and

maintain a viable business, whilst pushing against a tide of Government intervention and a
10pm Curfew.” Chris Bailey,

West Suffolk & Borders
CAMRA Branch Chairman

commented; “It is fabulous to
see such innovative ideas and

investment to ensure the
drinking and eating experience
is still pleasurable in these very
difficult times. What David and
his team have created at the

Beerhouse is truly unique and
definitely warrants our October
‘Pub of the Month’ accolade.”

For more details of West Suffolk & Borders awards see www.westsuffolk.camra.org.uk 

http://www.westsuffolk.camra.org.uk/


Pub Heroes

About 90 Suffolk pubs continued trading during the initial Covid19 lockdown (19 March to 
25 May 2020) to offer either food and drink as a take-away service to local residents or to 
expand their services into a local community shop. A few also adapted their businesses to 
help provide catering services to key workers and other valued groups to help ensure they 
were still being well fed during the worst days of the pandemic. Such community spirited 
activities have since been recognised by many local groups and several local CAMRA 
branches, to show their appreciation to these pubs and also to demonstrate once again 
what a valued resource many local pubs are to their local community. 

Some local CAMRA branches are currently publishing lists of local pubs that have been 
awarded certificates, to commemorate in a small way the gratitude that local drinkers have
for the pubs that were able to support their community during such bleak times. 

Hopefully we will never need to see all of our public houses closed again in such a drastic 
manner and soon even the inconvenience of social distancing and disruption of the current
10pm curfew will also be a distant memory. Whatever the future holds some believe that 
any “new normal” may not be the same as the “good old days” but one thing is for sure, 
that pubs still offer a key resource for their local community. A hub that can bring people 
together in ways that other assets cannot; so appreciate the pubs we have and use them!!

Suffolk Cricket team

Many congratulations to Ipswich branch chairman, Gordon Taylor and his brother Alec 
(both pictured below) who recently both completed 25 years of service for this team. They 
continue to play on a regular basis for the team in various friendly matches around Suffolk.

Their undoubted enthusiasm for the game and camaraderie with others has undoubtedly 
contributed in no small way to the continued success of the team as a social force.

We wish them many more years success both as players and supporters of the game. 

Pictures by Ian Blacklaw



Hopbine

Obviously due to the original Covid19 lockdown (19 March to 25 May 2020) and the recent 10pm curfew,
most pubs have either been closed for long periods in recent months or have changed their regular opening
times and trading arrangements to ensure they comply with current emergency legislation. The following list
includes pub changes (permanent or temporary) that maybe considered in addition to such arrangements.

Ipswich Rep - has been reopened after 
being refurbished in recent months.

Ipswich Earl Kitchener - reopened in 
August with new landlords Denis 
Prendergast and Clive Woodard.

Ipswich Black Horse – recently reopened 
after closing just as lockdown began.

Stutton Gardeners Arms – sadly the 
former landlord, Bob Headley, passed 
away a few months ago. It was always a 
pleasure to chat with Bob when he was 
working behind the bar and he was always
enthusiastic about offering ales from 
smaller breweries. For some time his 
daughter Christine and son-in-law Kevin 
have been in charge here and have 
continued the family business which has a 
good reputation for both food and beers.

Geldeston Locks Inn – currently closed 
and was up for sale by auction but a 
community bid to buy the pub ahead of the
auction was recently successful and now 
seeks further support! 
See https://www.thelocksgeldeston.co.uk/ 
or mail graham@phonecoop.coop 

Stowmarket Kings Arms – closing in 
October just as this is being written – best 
wishes to Elly who is leaving the pub after 
11 years behind the bar here and 45 years
in the local trade. She will be missed by 
many, especially for her remarkable laugh.

Long Melford Swan – recently reopened. 

East Bergholt Red Lion - reopened in 
September after nearly two years of
renovation work.

Butley Oyster – reopened in June. A new 
management team after changes in May.  

Tunstall Green Man – recently reopened 
after a three year closure. New owners are
Simon and Lucia Lucas. 

Stratford Swan – currently closed for major
alterations. But nothing has recently 
occurred here.

Boxford White Hart – reopened in August. 

Bury St Edmunds Dove – hopefully 
reopening soon. Where old Roger will 
hopefully once again be fully fit and active 
once again behind the bar.

Edwardstone White Horse – currently 
closed after recent departure of Mike and 
Jane. Should reopen once safe to do so. 

Sweffling White Horse – currently closed. 
Should reopen once it is safe to do so. 

Briarbank – the bar remains closed but 
their beers are now available in bottles. 
Bar should reopen once it is safe to do so. 

Leiston Crown – currently closed and 
boarded up.

Wortham Manor House – (formerly the  
Dolphin). Closed permanently.

Buxhall Crown - had reopened after 
lockdown but had to close due to illness.

Charsfield Three Horseshoes - has been 
extensively renovated but remains empty 
with no indication as to its future.

Chillesford Froize Inn - closed "for the 
foreseeable future".

Great Finborough Chestnut Horse - pub 
was repainted and new signage erected 
by locals as a "thank you" to landlady for 
looking after the village through lockdown.

mailto:graham@phonecoop.coop
https://www.thelocksgeldeston.co.uk/


Clare Cock – Currently closed and empty.

Grundisburgh Dog – a deli was run in the 
pub during lockdown. It was so popular 
that it has become a permanent fixture, 
taking up half of the previous restaurant 
space. Now selling "picnic boxes, 
hampers, over 50 cheeses and 
accompaniments, sweet and savoury 
treats from the pub kitchen and a few 
quirky goodies from across UK".

Ipswich Punch and Judy - Closed 
permanently.

Naughton Wheelhouse - Had reopened 
after lockdown, but subsequently closed 
again, expecting to reopen in the spring.

Needham Market Rampant Horse - Closed
and up for sale.

Rendlesham Redwald's Alehouse - now 
renamed "The Tavern".

Ipswich Silver Star reopened just before
lockdown, reverting to its historical name. 
Also open since lockdown but no real ale.

Sproughton Wild Man - Closed suddenly 
on January 15th. Future uncertain.

Wickham Market George – the community 
group rebuilding this pub has been given a
Lottery Heritage Award, which has 
enabled them to engage architects to work
on the next phase of the project.

Woolverstone Riverside - has been 
renamed the Loch & Quay.

Bungay White Swan - Renovation work is 
due to start soon and planning permission 
for an on-site brewery has been granted.

Brandon Five Bells - Closed and 
reportedly to be turned into flats.

Bury Greyhound – currently empty and on 
the market.

Clare Bell - Empty and on the market.

Eriswell Chequers - Closed, with the future
uncertain.

Felsham Six Bells - open and trading this 
month, having been closed and empty for 
a number of years.

Fornham All Saints Three Kings - Closed 
and recently blocked off with large 
concrete barriers. Rumours it may be near
to reopening though.

Haverhill Suffolk Punch - Closed, future 
uncertain.

Hessett Five Bells - Renovation work is at 
long last now well under way, although it's 
not clear if this is for reopening or 
conversion to other usage.

Leavenheath Lion - This already closed 
pub was badly damaged by a fire on
March 26th, reopening seems unlikely.

Little Thurlow Cock - Has been closed for 
some time. No indication of future use.

Little Waldingfield Swan - Major renovation
work now underway. Still unclear whether 
or not the pub will reopen.

Stansfield Compasses – Currently closed, 
future unknown.

Stoke by Nayland Angel - Staying closed 
until at least until the end of the year.

Sudbury Cyclist - (formerly called the 
King's Head) closed until at least 2022.

Wetherden Maypole - Signs of work being 
carried out on this long-closed 
pub. Perhaps it will soon reopen?

NOTE: Whilst we endeavour to publish the most up-to-date and accurate information about local pubs at the
time of going to press, this information may change during the magazine’s distribution period. We always

welcome feedback and will update our information as soon as we can and subsequently publish corrections
and pub updates in any future magazine edition.  Also see www.whatpub.com 

http://www.whatpub.com/


SOME USEFUL WEBSITES (some may offer alternate viewpoints to CAMRA)

CAMRA HQ (https://camra.org.uk) 
Join CAMRA at https://join.camra.org.uk 
East Anglia CAMRA region (includes links to all 
branches) (http://www.eastanglia.camra.org.uk/  )
Good Beer Guide 2021 – buy your copy here  
https://camra.org.uk/about/publications/the-good-
beer-guide/
Pubs. Pints. People – weekly CAMRA podcast: 
(  shows.acast.com/pubspintspeople  )

Suffolk CAMRA – local pubs website for both current 
and historic pubs (www.suffolk.camra.org.uk)
Last Orders Magazine – quarterly magazine
(see www.ipswich.camra.org.uk/lastorders.htm  )
or find us on Facebook – for the very latest news 
on local pubs and brewers.

National Beer Scoring system -  assessing beer 
quality to assist in future GBG pub selection 
https://camra.org.uk/beer-and-cider/learn-
more/national-beer-scoring-system/

WhatPub - National CAMRA pub database:
(https://whatpub.com/)
Pub is the hub – promoting diversity to help 
rural pubs (www.pubisthehub.org.uk/)
Meet Up Mondays – find pubs that support 
lonely locals  (www.meetupmondays.org.uk/)
Pulling Together – offers help for pubs after 
lockdown https://camra.org.uk/pullingtogether/
Plunkett Foundation – an organisation that 
supports the creation of rural community pubs 
(https://plunkett.co.uk/)

Independent Family Brewers of Britain (IFBB) -
news and views from traditional brewers 
https://www.familybrewers.co.uk/
SIBA (Small Independent Brewers Assn: Eastern 
Region) - news and views from local brewers: 
www.siba.co.uk/regions/siba-east-region/
Cask-Marque – an organisation offering a 
commercial cask ale accreditation scheme 
(https://cask-marque.co.uk/)

ALSO KEEP IN CONTACT WITH YOUR LOCAL BRANCH:

IPSWICH & EAST SUFFOLK Branch:

Branch Website now at: ipswich.camra.org.uk (NEW)
Branch Chairman: Gordon Taylor (email: chairman@ipswich.camra.org.uk) 
Contact Branch: Mike Day (email: contact@ipswich.camra.org.uk) 
Or follow branch on Facebook (at ipswichandeastsuffolkcamra) 

MID ANGLIA CAMRA Branch:

Branch Website at: midanglia.camra.org.uk/ 
Chairman: David Williamson (email: j  udaslane.78@gmail.com) (NEW)
Contact Branch via email at midangliacamra@live.co.uk  or via Facebook

NORTH EAST SUFFOLK Branch:

Branch Website at: northeastsuffolk.camra.org.uk
Branch Chairman: Mike Davey (e-mail: michaeljohndavey52@gmail.com)
Contact Branch: Chris Luck (e-mail: nescamrasec@gmail.com) (NEW)

WEST SUFFOLK Branch:

Branch Website at: westsuffolk.camra.org.uk/
Branch Chairman: Chris Hall (email: chairman@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk)
NEW Contact Branch: Angela (email: contact@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk)

COLCHESTER Branch:

Branch Website at: www.colchestercamra.org.uk 
Branch Chairman: Dan Young (email: socialsec@colchestercamra.org.uk) (NEW)
Contact Branch: Trevor Simpson (email: branchcontact@colchestercamra.org.uk) 

TENDRING Branch:

Branch Website at: www.tendringcamra.org.uk 
Branch Chairman: Peter Butler
Contact Branch: Frank Lally (email: contact@tendringcamra.org.uk)

mailto:contact@tendringcamra.org.uk
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Last Orders (Oct 2020) was edited by Nigel Smith (beer@ipswich.camra.org.uk)

mailto:beer@ipswich.camra.org.uk

	Harwich Town Brewing – many congratulation to Paul who kept delivering throughout the lockdown period. Contact the brewery for home deliveries at info@harwichtown.co.uk
	St Osyth Priory – new microbrewery and cafe is to open in their Atcost barn. Other plans for this heritage site include a ticketing office and farm shop (in shipping containers) and a temporary car park, which are key components to help the estate open to the public.
	Colchester News
	The West Suffolk & Borders branch of the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) recognises a public house or landlord every month that provides an outstanding service for it’s local community and real ale and cider drinkers through its ‘Pub of the Month’ (PoTY) scheme. The awards were suspended in March because of COVID-19 but have now restarted.
	Landlord, Andy Bendall and his wife Lucy are worthy winners of the September award. In short listing eligible candidates for the award CAMRA members considered all aspects of pub going and the ‘new normal’. Andy and Lucy have fully refurbished their pub whilst being forcibly closed. They also have doubled their outside undercover seating area and introduced a robust one-way system to ensure social distancing and a COVID secure environment. They are now open again all day, every day, offering a full food and drink service, including six constantly changing real ales.
	October 2020: Bury St Edmunds Beerhouse
	Located at the junction of Tayfen Road and Station Hill this distinctive curved building is operated by Gusto Pronto Ltd, owners of Brewshed Brewery, as its Brewery Tap. The pub has undergone adaption inside and out to provide a safe COVID19 experience for its’ customers. With a full range of Brewshed real ales and craft beers, an extensive list of cider and other drinks and food from the on-site wood fired Pizza kitchen. The pub is busy and buzzing with a welcoming atmosphere. The owners have invested heavily, introducing strict social distancing measures, capacity controls, remote ordering, and repurposing the former car park as an undercover drinking and eating area. A large suspended ‘sail’ covers the courtyard bordered by a suite of self-contained ‘beer huts’ – complete with heat and light – which are a popular addition for socially distanced groups of up to six.
	Owner and Director, David Marjoram commented; “the pandemic has seriously impacted us but I am determined to succeed in the face of adversity. It has involved a lot of ‘out of the box’ thinking by our teams and innovative ideas, including our popular social bubble ‘beer hut’ concept at the Beerhouse. We’re using all the tools at our disposal to try and maintain a viable business, whilst pushing against a tide of Government intervention and a 10pm Curfew.” Chris Bailey, West Suffolk & Borders CAMRA Branch Chairman commented; “It is fabulous to see such innovative ideas and investment to ensure the drinking and eating experience is still pleasurable in these very difficult times. What David and his team have created at the Beerhouse is truly unique and definitely warrants our October ‘Pub of the Month’ accolade.”


